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= 18 E following DISCOURSES having been 
preached to a congregation of Proteſtant 


Diſſenters in the country, are printed at their 


requeſt. As my connexions, which have 
ſubſiſted a long time with them, and during 
which, I have ever had reaſon to account 


myſelf happy in their friendſhip and affection, 


are now diſſolved; I dedicate to them this 
pamphlet, as the only teſtimony, I may, per- 


haps, be able to give, of my gratitude and 


regard. I am perſuaded, that they will ac- 
cept it, as the expreſſion of my ſincere wiſhes 
for their trueſt happineſs, and"overlook, with 


all due candour, the defects which accompany 


it. If any one elſe, into whoſe hands theſe 
diſcourſes may fall, will kindly conſider, that 
from the very nature of them, they appear to 
be the reſult of ſtrong impreſſions, and warm 
feelings, he will, probably, make allowance 


for peculiarities of ſentiment and language, 


for which, in any other caſe, I could hardly 

venture to claim the right of apologizing. 

New-Colliege, Hackney, |} OHN POPE. 
July 17th, 1792. . 
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DISCOURSE I. 
SHIBBOLETMHN 
” Diſcourſe on Bigotry. 


PART 1, 


Jupozxs, Xii. 5, 6, 


And the Gileadites took the . of Jr dur 
before the Ephraimites and it was ſo, that 
when thoſe Ephraimites which were eſcaped 
ſaid, Let me go over; that the men of Gilead 
faid unto him, Art thou an Ephraimite ? If 
he ſaid, Nay, then ſaid they unto him, Say 
now Shibboleth: and he ſaid Sibboleth ; for 
| he could not frame to pronounce it right. 
Then they took him and flew him at the paſ- 
ſages of Jordan; and there fell at that time 
of the Ephraimites forty and two thouſand. 


T might be naturally mnagined, by one of 
liberal principles, who -judged of man- 
kind from general ideas, that it would be 


— — — = cap, 
——»ACüaU . 
k 


—— —V . 


* 
impoſſible for any people, how little inſtructed 


ſoever, to be guilty of ſuch enormities, on ſo 
very ſlight and trifling an occaſion. Much 
more might he conclude, that a nation, 
taught, as the Jews were, in an extraordi- 
nary manner, by the oracles of God himſelf, 
could never entertain any but the moſt per- 
fe abhorrence of every thing which had the 
leaſt tendency towards ſuch a manner of 
conduct. ” 

And, perhaps, under any other admini- 
ſtration than that of Jephthah,' ſuch an event 
could hardly have happened. But that one, 
who, from having been a public plunderer, 
was, in conſequence of the fear which his 
countrymen conceived of him, appointed the 


commander of their armies, ſhould be guilty 


of every exceſs himſelf, and encourage the 
{ame in others, is not at all ſurpriſing. Ac- 


cordingly you find, that in the moſt important 
concern, in which the prevalence of real re- 


ligion might be made to appear above the de- 
luſions of vain and hypocritical ſuperſtition, he 
leaves the former, in order to follow the latter. 

When he had ſubdued the Ammonites, and 


was returning home, fluſhed with the joy which 
| | victory 


(# ] 
victory inſpires, he was met by his daughter, 


who, informed of his ſucceis, came out to 

welcome him with timbrels and dances. 
Inſtcad of receiving her as he ought, he 
recoi.c.ts an empty promiſe or vow which he 
had made, that if God would deliver the children 
of Ammon into his hands, he would ſacrifice 
 whatjoever came from the doors of his houſe to 
meet lum; and, without conſidering, that the 
utmoſt to which ſuch a vow muſt be de- 
ſigned to extend, was to the ſacrifice of the 
moſt valuable of his cattle; he abſolutely 
dooms this daughter to death, by way of thank- 
ing that God who abhors every act of inhu- 
manity. And that he accompliſhed this pur- 
poſe even in cold blood, when he ought to 
have given himſelf time to reflect on the 
injuſtice of ſuch conduct, is undeniably evi- 
dent; for the Scripture plainly tells us, that 
it came to paſs, at the end of two months, ſhe 
returned unto ber father, who did with her ac- 

cording to the vow which he had vowed. 
It is manifeſt from theſe circumſtances, that 
the Iſraelites muſt have laboured under a moſt 
| horrid tyranny in the days of Jephthah ; elſe 
they would either have oppoſed in a body the 
B32 execution 
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execution of this vow, or have condemned 
the murderer to the puniſhment which he 
deſerved. But ſome of them, the Gileadites 
eſpecially, awed by his authority, and dazzled 
by the iplendour of his martial exploits, not 
only paſſed over theſe abominations without 
any marks of diſapprobation, but even, if poſ- 
fible, exceeded him in cruelty and iniquity. 
Of this the caſe betore us is a clear inſtance. 
That theſe remarks do not bear hard againſt 
the principle, that the government of the 
Jews was, in the time of the Judges at leaſt, 
a proper theocracy, may be evident from this 
ſingle conſideration : that, though God was 
properly the governor of the Jewiſh people, 
thoſe who were appointed as the oſtenſi- 
ble rulers, were men of like paſſions with 
themſelves, in the ſame ſtate of tcial, and 
therefore equally capable of abuſing or ful- 
filing the truſt which God and the people 
had repoſed in them. They therefore might 
not only make an improper uſe of that 
power with which they were inveſted ; but, 
upon perceiving themſelves highly reſpect- 
ed, might pervert their power to deſpotiſm. 
And this, if we may judge from the circum- 
ſtances 


1 


ſtances of the narrative, Jephthah actually 
did. | | 5 

Nor does this tend in the leaſt to abate our 
regard for the Sacred Hiſtory. The deſign 
of the hiſtorical parts of the Old Teſtament 
is, like that of every other narration, to hold 
up the characters of thoſe perſons who are 
mentioned there, in that point of view in 
which their actions, properly regarded, would 
teach us to conſider them. And certainly, if, 
under the impreſſion of this idea, they be can- 
didly examined by us, we cannot but condemn 
them in ſeveral circumſtances. When, there- 
fore, in order to vindicate the Jewiſh diſpen- 
fation, as the reſult of a miraculous communi- 
cation of God's will to Moſes, and as ſupported 
by a courſe of divine interpoſitions, we attempt 
to eſtabliſh the purity and moral excellence of 
the civil governors of the Jewiſh people in- 
diſcriminately ; we, in reality, betray the cauſe 
for which we labour, and expoſe the diſpen- 
ſation itſelf to the charge of immorality; a 
charge, which; thus ſupported, would deſtroy 


the very idea of its being the effect of a divine 
revelation. 


In 
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In examining, therefore, the evidences on 
this head, we need not alarm ourſelves with 
fears as to the conſequences of acknowledging 
that in many, even of the holy men recorded 
in the Old Teſtament, there were vices and 
irregularities mixed with their moſt ſhining 
virtues and accompliſhments. Will any one 
pretend to ſay, that Noah, and Jacob, and 
David, and Solomon, and many others who 
might be mentioned, were in all reſpects ex- 
amples of holineſs and virtue? When you 
read of the drunkenneſs of the firſt, the ar- 
tifices and deceit of the ſecond, the adultery 
and revengefulneſs of the third, and the ido- 
latry and ſenſuality of one or more of theſe; 
you cannot ſuppoſe, that in theſe things they 
were either intended as models for imitation, 
or even to be fereened from the condem- 
nation which, in theſe caſes, they cannot but 
— | 

It is neither the deſign of this Difcourſe, 
nor in any reſpect the wiſh of my heart, to 
dwell on ſuch ungrateful topics: juſt to hint 
them may have been ſufficient to ſhew you, 
that it neither ought to be regarded as our 
duty, nor is it doing credit to revelation, to 
attempt 
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attempt to vindicate them. I ſhall there- 
fore quit this part of the ſubject, with only 
remarking, that I do not ſee any objection 
to lie againſt the foregoing obſervations, as 
far as they have reference to the perſon we 
are conſidering, excepting from ver. 29 of 
the chapter of the text. In *this it is ſaid, 
that, in conſequence of the diſregard ſhewn 
to Jephthah by the King of Ammon, the Spirit 
of the Lord came upon Fephthah, and he paſſed 
over Gilead and Manaſſeb, &c. and vowed the 
vow which has beer juſt now mentioned. 
But this objection takes its riſe from an ig- 
norance of the language of the Old Teſ- 
tament. 

The expreſſion of God, or, of the Lord, 
added to any particular word, does not always 
or neceſſarily convey the meaning which it 
would ſeem to do in Engliſh, that the thing 
to which it is annexed proceeded from, or 
belonged to God. But it is a Hebrew idiom, 
by which greatneſs in a very exalted ſenſe is 
underſtood. And this may be inſtanced by 
many paſſages, not only in the poetical, but 
even in the hiſtorical parts of the Old Teſ- 


tament. Thus, in the firſt chapter of Ge- 
| 6 neſis, 
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neſis, where it is ſaid, the Spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters ; beſides that, the 


Engliſh verſion is wrong in the place, (the 


word wind being that which ſhould have been 
uſed inſtead of Spirit the meaning is, that 
one part of the original chaotic ſtate of the 
earth, was, that a violent wind ruſhed along 
over the ſurface, and, by keeping the parts in 
perpetual motion, prevented each from ob- 
taining that place which was ſuited to its 
nature, and calculated to produce the general 
harmony. So, in the ſame book, the ſons of 
God, who are deſcribed as guilty of ſuch 
ſhameful inſtances of wickedneſs, that God 


faw that every imagination of the thoughts of 


man's heart was evil continually ; certainly could 
not be ſuch as were animated by a good, a 


Holy, or a godlike ſpirit ; but that they were 


powerful and mighty men, who had large 
dominions, and had probably proceeded to 
great exceſſes of tyranny. So, Nimrod was 
called a mighty bunter BEFORE THE LORD; 
that is, he was ſuperior to all ethers in this 
reſpect. And in the Firſt Book of Samuel, 
an evil Spirit FROM THE LORD, is ſaid to 
have troubled Saul; that is, an exceedingly 

f evil 
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evil Spirit thus agitated his mind. Many 
other paſſages, to the ſame purpoſe, occur in 
various parts of the Old Teſtament. 
The meaning, therefore, of the expreſſion, 
that the Spirit of the Lord came upon Fephtbab, 
is nothing more, than that Jephthah's mind 
was filled with violent reſentment, and he 
was ſtrongly animated to make war againſt 
the children of Ammon; and therefore, it no 
more conveys an idea of commendation with 
reſpect to his conduct, than the ſame epithets 
applied to Nimrod, and thoſe other perſons 
of military proweſs who are mentioned in the 
Book of Geneſis, in terms of ſtrong diſap- 
probation. 

Having thus conſidered thoſe circumitances 
which ſeem to caſt the beſt light on the cha- 
rafter of Jephthah, and vindicated the lan- 
guage of Scripture from the abuſes to which 
it might be otherwiſe liable; let us now turn 
our attention to the events themſelves which 
are recorded in the text. | 

It appears from the hiſtory, that there had 
ſubſiſted a kind of national jealouſy between 


the inhabitants of Gilead and thoſe of Ephraim; 
C which, 
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neſis, where it is ſaid, the Spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters; beſides that, the 


Engliſh verſion is wrong in the place, (the 
word wrnd being that which ſhould have been 


uſed inſtead of Spirit the meaning is, that 
one part of the original chaotic ſtate of the 
| earth, was, that a violent wind ruſhed along 
| over the ſurface, and, by keeping the parts in 


perpetual motion, prevented each from ob- 
_ taining that place which was ſuited to its 
nature, and calculated to produce the general 
| harmony. So, in the ſame book, the ſors of 
1 God, who are deſcribed as guilty of ſuch 
1 ſhameful inſtances of wickedneſs, that God 
faw that every imagination of the thoughts of 
man's heart was evil continually ; certainly could 
not 'be ſuch as were animated by a good, a 
holy, or a godlike ſpirit; but that they were 
powerful and mighty men, who had large 
dominions, and had probably proceeded to 
great exceſſes of tyranny. So, Nimrod was 
. called a mighty bunter BEFORE THE LORD; 
that is, he was ſuperior to all ethers in this 
reſpect. And in the Firſt Book of Samuel, 
an evil Spirit PROM THE LORD, is ſaid to 
have troubled Saul ;, that is, an exceedingly 


evil 
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evil Spirit thus agitated his mind. Many 
other paſſages, to the ſame purpoſe, occur in 
various parts of the Old Teſtament. 

The meaning, therefore, of the expreſſion, 
that the Spirit of the Lord came upon Fephtbab, 
is nothing more, than that Jephthah's mind 
was filled with violent reſentment, and he 
was ſtrongly animated to make war againſt 
the children of Ammon; and therefore, it no 
more conveys an idea of commendation with 
reſpe& to his conduct, than the ſame epithets 
applied to Nimrod, and thoſe other perſons 
of military proweſs who are mentioned in the 
Book of Geneſis, in terms of — diſap= 
probation. 

Having thus conſidered thoſe circumſtances 

which ſeem to caſt the beſt light on the cha- 
racter of Jephthah, and vindicated the lan- 
guage of Scripture from the abuſes to which 
it might be otherwiſe liable ; let us now turn 
our attention to the events themſelves which. 
are recorded in the text; a 

It appears from the hiſtory, that there had 
ſubliſted a kind of national jealouſy between 
the inhabitants of Gilead and thoſe of Ephraim; 
C which, 


Ge 

which, in conſequence of a provocation given by 
the latter to Jephthah, brought on an open rup- 
ture, and ended in the defeat of the Ephraim- 
ites. This, therefore, it might be expected, 
would give occaſion to the ſucceſsful party 
to ſhew how capable they were of making 
a juſt uſe of their victory. At leaſt, it could 
not be conceived, that they would puſh their 
reſentment againſt thoſe who were now become 
a defenceleſs people to any enormous exceſ- 
ſes. 

But the contrary proved to be the caſe. 
Jephthah and his men, being reſolved to lay 
hold even of the ſmalleſt pretences to deſtroy 
a people who now ſued for mercy, and were 
indeed entitled to it from every conſideration 
of humanity and juſtice, took a molt effectual 
method to ſatiate their revenge. 

The Gileadites took the paſſages of Jor- 
dan before the Epbraimites; and it was ſo, 
that when thoſe Ephbraimites which were 
eſcaped ſaid, Let me go over; that the 
men of Gilead ſaid unto him, Art thou an 
Ephraimite? | 


This, 


ö 
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This, it ſeems, was a ſufficient crime. To 
have been one, however innocent and inof- 
fenſive, of a nation againſt which they had 
conceived an unjuſt animoſity, was of itſelf 
an enormity which merited immediate death. 
How conſiſtent this was with a fundamental 
precept in their own law, by which they were 
commanded to behave kindly even to ſtran- 
gers, and much more to their own fellow- 
countrymen, we may eaſily judge. 

As it was very poſſible, that the poor 
wretch who was thus doomed to deſtruction, 
might be aware of their deſign, and ſay, Nay ; 
they had another expedient, by which his 
eſcape was completely precluded. His pro- 
nunciation of certain letters was ſo different 
from that of the Gileadites, that he was ſure 
to betray himſelf. F he ſaid, Nay, then ſaid 
they unto him, Say now Shibboleth: and he 


aid Sibboleth ; for he could not frame to pro- 


nounce it right. They put the teſt of his 
deſerving to be either ſaved alive or deſtroyed, 
upon an impoſſibility ; which, becauſe he could 


not perform, they condemned him without 


any further hearing. Then they took him and 


flew him at the paſſages of Jordan: and there 
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fell at that time of the Ephraimites forty and 


fro thouſand. | 
This conduct of the Gileadites bears fo near 


a reſemblance to that which is purſued by 
political and religious bigots, that I am per- 
ſuaded you will not think I am deviating from 
my ſubject, if I conſider it as peculiarly ap- 
plicable to them. Of ſuch, therefore, it may 
be obſerved, 
That they place the marks of meritorious 
diſtinction in thoſe things in which real 
merit cannot conſiſt, in difference of 


country, language, 8 4 or religious 


ſentiments. . 


They expect thoſe who are, in Weir eſti- 


mation, worthy of being conſidered as 
having merit in this reſpect, to eonform 
to obſervances, or make declarations, 


which are in themſelves empty and i in- 


ſignificant. 
They proſcribe thoſe who cannot com- 
ply with theſe terms, notwithſtanding 


all the real virtue and worth which they 


poſſeſs. 
They purſue them, with unrelenting cruel- 


We and will not ſuffer them to advance 2 


plea, 
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plea, or aſſign an argument in their own 
favour. 

They are regardleſs how wide the devaſta- 
tion may be, which is cauſed by ſuch 
proceedings; and vainly flatter themſelves 
that they are ſerving the cauſe of God 
and their country, when they are maſſa- 
creing the beſt and worthieſt of men by 
hundreds and thouſands. How unjuſt 
ſuch conduct is, the following conſidera- 
tions will eaſily ſhew. 

Nothing is more certain, than that merit 
conſiſts in that only, which is the reſult of 
virtue, learning, or induſtry. Difference of 
country therefore, being merely an accidental 
circumſtance, can by no means be pleaded 
as a ground on which to build a right to ſupe- 
rior diſtinction. The ſame may be ſaid of re- 
ligion, as far as it is the reſult of education and 
connexions only. When indeed it proceeds 
from impartial and diligent enquiry, the caſe is 
different; for then the adoption of juſt ſenti- 
ments is itſelf a merit. But to this the preſent 
diſcourſe has no reference. And with reſpect to 
the attachment which is ſhewn to a particular 
5 | party, 
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( 14 ) 
party, either civil or religious, ſo far as this is 
| not the conſequence of a juſt examination 
| into the real merits of that party, it is, to fay 
| the beſt of it, a mere blind prejudice, and con- 
5 ſequently incapable on any juſt grounds, of 
lay ing el im to approbation. Indeed, as to 
all diſtinctions, as far as they are not the reſult 
of rational conſideration, and well regulated 
| choice, nothing more can be faid for them, 
than that they are the effects of the gracious 
will of God, who has placed us in ſituations, 
or afforded us opportunities, which, if pro- 
perly regarded, will be the means of raiſing 
us to eminence among our fellow-efeatures, 
of diſplaying the moſt amiable virtues, and of 
attaining the higheſt accompliſhments. 
There is no principle mote infallibly true, 
than that which St. Paul has given us in his 
diſcourſe to the Athenians ; God bath made of i 
"one blood all nations of men, to dwell on all the i 
face of the earth, and hath determined the bounds 
of their habitation, that they might ſeek after 
Bim and find him, He therefore regards the 
whole world of mankind as compoſed of dif- 
ferent branches of the ſame family, and as 
ſach, equally entitled to his care and protec- 
L tion. 
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tion. Shall we fay, that this idea of God is 


wrong and erroneous ? or, if it is not fo, ſhall 
we alledge that it is improper to be adopted 


by us? it would be the height of impiety to 
entertain either of theſe ſentiments. What 


then muſt we think of ourſelves, when we 
place the principle of moral approbation on 
that, on which God himſelf plainly declares 
it ought not to ſtand ? Can we make preten- 
fions to the character either of Chriſtians or 
moral beings, when we are guilty of ſo flag. 
rant a breach of the principles of our Saviour's 
religion, and run counter to the very deſign 
with which we were created ? 

It is certainly a juſt and moſt 80 
principle, which leads us to lament the wretch- 
ed ſituation of many of our fellow- creatures, 
who are compelled to drag on their lives in a 
ſtate of ſlavery and oppreſſion, unbleſſed with 


the means of inſtruction, unenlightened by 


principles of pure religion, and deſtitute of 


the moſt eſſential comforts. But this, be- 
ſides its being different from that diſpoſition 
which leads us to condemn and deſpiſe them 
for wanting theſe, is itſelf a proof, that the 
e themſelves are regarded as the 


means 
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means only of obtaining the bleſſings with 
which they are connected. It is the effect 
therefore of theſe advantages which is to be 
here regarded; and this is plainly the acquiſition 
of moral and virtuous qualities. Theſe, being 
the reſult of uſe, and habitual practice, muſt, on 
this principle, be the only things which claim 
approbation. So that, even in this view, 
nothing can merit eſteem and reverence, which 
is antecedent to, or independent upon, our 
own virtuous efforts and application. 

This is {till more apparent from the con- 
duct of God himſelf, in placing us in ſuch a 
variety of ſituations. As he is the fame im- 
partial parent of all the families of the earth, 
his deſign certainly can be no other, than to 
bring them all to the higheſt happineſs of 
which they are capable. Now though this 
| happineſs, to be ſuitable to the circumſtances 
in which his creatures are placed, muſt be of 
different degrees ; yet ſome degree will be 
allotted even to the meaneſt of them. Theſe 
therefore, as they are thus the objects of his 
paternal goodneſs, ought by no means to be 
ſo, of the contempt or diſregard of their fel- 


low-creatures, Who are in this caſe, obliged 
| equally 


3 * 


Nen 


equally with them, to his pure benevolence 
for the bleſſings which they enjoy. Indeed, 
it would convey a ſevere and unjuſt imputa- 
tion on the divine wiſdom itſelf, to ſuppoſe 
that God had created any part of his rational 
offspring, in order to be ſubjected to the diſ- 
regard of the reſt; or even that there was any 
ſpot upon the earth, which was more the 
object of his paternal affection than any other. 
The Iſraelites themſelves, though called the 
peculiar people of God, were ſo, only in their 
having better opportunities for religious im- 
provement than others: not as poſſeſſing 
merit reſulting from theſe opportunities con- 
ſidered alone, and without the virtuous effects 
to be produced by them. ® Accordingly, when 
they abuſed their advantages, they. ſuffered 
more from the juſt judgment of Almighty 
God, tha> ey would, if they had not been 
bleſſed with them in fo high a degree, and yet 
had fallen into the ſame diſobedience and 
vices. 4 3 3 
It is indeed a mean and a 1 idea, 
which we form of the divine attributes and 
diſpenſations, when we ſupgols him to loox 
down with an eye of kindneſß id bene ficene 
„ on 
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on the miele Foot where we drew our breath, 
or received” our education, and to treat all 
other parts of the world with neglect and 
averſion. What i is there in the ifland of Britain, 
which ſhould render it more the object of the 
divine love, than thatof Japan, or than any other 
country? Is it to us only that the Almighty | 


+ 


has granted reaſon, and wiſdom, and ſcience, 
and religion? or if he has, is it not evidently 


with this deſign, that by the communication 
of theſe bleſſings to thoſe who are at preſent 
without them, we may be the means of ex- 
tending their ideas, and increaſing their hap- 
pineſs? If we reverſe this deſign, and inſtead 

of making our ſuperior advantages the in- 
ſtruments of good, We turn them into food 
for pride and ſuperciliouſneſs ; : if we value 
thoſe only who fall in with our own pre- 
judices, and treat with unjuſt contempt, ſuch 
as labour under difficulties which cannot be 
aſcribed to any miſconduct or fault of their 
own ; what plea Fan we offer in defence of 


our behaviour? Can we urge any principle 


of religion, any juſt ideas of the divine pro- 
4 cedures, or a fingle inſtance in the life of our 
bleſſed Savio 


Alas! all theſe will evi: 
dently 


8 


dently turn againſt us. Religion and mora- 


lity are abhorrent to ſuch uncharitable and 
uncandid imaginations : the impartial provi- 


dence of our Heavenly Father will teach us, 


that we are all entitled to mutual regard, one 
from the other; and the conduct of the leader 
and captain of our. falvation will inſtruct us, 
to pity the errors of our brethren; to think 
the moſt tenderly we can of their miſtakes 


and prejudices; to fill our hearts with thoſe 


affections which may unite them and us to- 
gether in love, and to endeavour to preſerve 
that univerfal benevolence and charity of ſoul, 
without which, though we could /peak with 
the tongules of men and of angels ; though we had 
the g. ift of prophecy 3, chough we under/tood all 
myſteries and knowledge ; "tht FDou: 

our goods to feed the poor, and even gave our 
bodies to be burned in the flames of martyrdom, 
we ſhould be in reality nothing better ban 
| ſounding aer „ ar a n "_ 
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IN the former part of this diſcourſe, I 
endeavoured to ſhew the injuſtice of con- 
demning our fellow - creatures, on account of 
their differing from us in the accidental cir- 
cumſtances of profeſſion, religion, or country. 
This, indeed, is a matter ſo obvious, that it 
might be juſtly thought unneceſſary to expa- 
tiate much upon it, eſpecially as even thoſe 
ho act contrary to this principle, are as ready 
to condemn a breach of it as any others. 
Eſpecially when they themſelves labour under 
inconveniences, they are generally the firſt to 
ſpeak well of that ſpirit which is conducted 
* enlarged and generous ideas 
Would they, in theſe caſes, reflect upon 

| es, and conſider that the mild, cha- 
ritable, and candid behaviour to which they 
certainly may lay a juſt claim, is equally the 
claim of all mankind; ſuch ſufferings would 
do them real ſervice; they would come a8 
e Purified from the fire; by the ſadneſs of 
I "Rx i theic 


(Car } 


their countenance their heart. would be ren- 
dered better; and when . reinffated in the 
quiet poſſeſſion of their civil Rad: religious 
rights, they would manifeſt that exemplarineſs 
is the * 


of charity and toleration, which 
am, of a Chriſtian ſpirit. 
In fact, this is the great end to which all 
calamity ſhould be made ſubſervient. There 
are, in the beft of us, ſo many marks of evil 
diſpoſition, of one. kind or other, which 
call for the medicinal hand of affliction to 
remove, that there is great hazard, but for 
this healing, though, perhaps, unpleafant ap- 
plication, one half of our virtues. would not 
acquire” either luſtre or ſtability. ' Perſecu- 
tion, particularly, as it may be fairly pro- 
ht of injuſtice againſt 
thoſe who are unhappily its victims, may natu- 
rally teach them, that if they complain with 
reaſon, of thoſe who thus endeavour to ſup- 
preſs truth and religion, others, in the ſame 
eircumſtances, have an equal right to com- 
plain of them, when * purſue a ſimilar 
conduct. 
Nor will it avail them to age that des 
are the true ſentiments, an thoſe, which they 


d 
6 A = \ = | | wo uld 


60 
would puniſh; are wrong and erroneous. For 
in this caſe, Who . ſhall be judge? Will they 
fay, that the deciſion belongs to themſelves on- 
y; and that all others, who differ from them, 
muſt be: univerſally miſtaken ? Let them be 
ſo ; but if they do not think themſelves miſ- 
taken, their very errors are. to them im- 
portant truths. 'Theſe, therefore, they ought 
to adhere to, if they are ſincere and honeſt 
in their profeſſion ; nor ought they even to 
ſeem to abandon them, till they have been 
convinced, by fair and impartial diſcuſſion, 
that ſuch ſentiments have no juſt or rational 
foundation. 

As to the plea, that thoſe wich DR them 
are inwardly convinced of their being errone- 
ous, but are determined, in the face of evi- 
dence, to perſiſt in them ; befides, the raſh- 
neſs of ſuch an aſſertion, it may be truly faid, 
that there never was any one, who ſuffered 
for his apparent fentiments, and yet could be 
Kid to be infincere in profeſſing them. Hy- 
pocriſy lies always on the other fide ; and 
there is a greater preſumption, that he who 
abandons a. profeſſion in which he has no proſ- 
— for one by which he may 


advance 


** 


* 


4 
advance his credit or intereſt, is a perſon of 
inſincerity, than there can poſſibly he on the 
other ſide. Indeed, it is the greateſt teſt of 


integrity, when a man will yield up every 


thing dear and valuable in this world, rather 
than violate the ſentiments of his mind, and 
contravene the dictates of conſcience. And, 
whatever ſhort- ſighted and contracted bigots 
| may imagine, there is better ground on which 
to confide in his virtue and goodneſs, than 
there can be in caſes in which he has had 
no opportunity of ſtrengthening theſe qua» 
lities by pain and ſuffering. 
Let, therefore, the ſentuments which ſuch 
an one entertains be what they will, he is 


much more likely to be a good citizen, and 


an uſeful member of ſociety, than any one 
elſe; and deſerves, in conſequence, to be 
proportionably reſpected, 

I do not know any objection which can be 
raiſed againſt theſe principles, except that 
there may be opinions of ſo pernicious ani 


immoral a tendency, as to render the virtue 


itſelf of him who holds them, juſtly liable to 
ſuſpicion; and, conſequently, to deſtroy _ 

uſcfulneſs i in the community, | 
: This 
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This is an objection, in which the advo- 
cates of intolerance and perſecution are apt to 


triumph, and which, I fear, has created ſome 


difficulty to the friends of liberality to give a 


proper reply to it. But this has been for 


want of conſidering properly the difference 
between fact and ſuppoſition. It is, and ought 
to be an univerſal rule, never to admit'that as 
a ſuppoſition which has no fact nor preſump- 


tion of fact to ſupport it. And I aſſert, that 
there is no ſyſtem of religious opinions what- 
ever, regarded as a whole, which has the fatal 


tendency with reſpe& to morals here aſſumed, 
Atheiſm itſelf, abſurd as it is, abſolutely in- 
cludes as a part of it, the obligation to practiſe 


virtue; which, though really placed on an 


inſufficient foundation, is yet, with thoſe who 


embrace atheiſtical tenets, regarded in the 


contrary light. While theſe, — ac- 


knouꝛledging this obligation, act conſiſtently, 
who can plead a right to call their virtue 


hypocriſy, or to puniſh. them for admitting 
no more light than their underſtandings are 
formed to receive | | 


I have given this inſtance, RF as it is 


one which contains in it the extreme of ir- 
rational 
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rational opinion, it neceſſarily leads to this 
concluſion, that if intolerance is unwarrant- 
able, even in this caſe, it is much more ſo in 
every other. To mention a few inſtances :” 

Deiſm, as it includes the denial of the 
divine miſſion of our bleſſed Saviour, cannot 
but excite the pity of every well-informed 
Chriſtian, to thoſe who are ſo unhappy as to 
be without the benefit of the excellent in- 
ſtructions, pure examples, and glorious mo- 
tives, which the goſpel holds up to us. But 
will any one ſay, that he who is without theſe, 


is therefore wickedly and hypocritically de- 


termined againſt them? Is it impoſſible, that 
in the courſe of the moſt ſincere enquiry, the 

arguments againſt the goſpel ſhould appear. to 
him of greater weight than thoſe which eſta- 
bliſh its evidence? And if (as he profeſſes 
the belief of a Supreme Creator and Ruler, 
of the obligation to practiſe virtue; and to 
avoid iniquity, and looks forward with a re- 
ligious and pious confidence in the divine 


. goodneſs, to a ſtate of future recompence,) 


he acts agreeably. to theſe ſentiments, and 
preſerves a becoming virtuous deportment ; is 


there: any thing which ſhould lead us to in- 
EB tolerance 


JJ 
tolerance, perſecution, or reſentment againſt 
him? Indeed, if the goſpel itſelf is a doctrine 
according ts godlineſs, and pure religion, and 
 undefiled before God and the Father, is declared 
by the mouth of inſpiration to conſiſt-in the 
very virtues which he profeſſes to encourage 
the practice of; certainly, it would be incon- 
ſiſtent with our profeſſion itſelf, to declare 
any one on theſe accounts unworthy of the 
rights of citizenſhip, or ſubje& him to _ 
confiſcations, and impriſonment. _ 

The follower of Socinus, profeſſing the 
belief of Chriſt's goſpel as a divine religion, 
entertains alſo the idea, that our bleſſed Sa- 
viour was, like himſelf, a man born of human 
parents, educated in the ſame manner, ſubject 
to the ſame frailties, and liable to the ſame 
ſufferings. At the ſame time, he looks up to 
him as the moſt perfect pattern that ever 
adorned human nature; as holy, harmleſs, un- 
defil:d, and ſeparate Jrom finners; he regards 
his doctrines and precepts as the beſt guides 
to a holy and virtuous life ; he relies upon his 
motives as affording the ſweeteſt conſolation 

in ſufferings, and giving the trueſt reliſh to 
r, he conſiders his miracles as fur- 

| niſhing 


( 9 9 


niſhing the beſt evidence of the truth of his 


religion, and his death and reſurrection as 
confirming, in the ſtrongeſt manner, the 


hopes of ghry, honour, and immortality, which 
the” goſpel ſets before him. 


Why ſhould ſuch a perſon as this be a 


object of hatred and calumny ? Why ſhould 


he be repreſented as inſincere and wicked? 
Why ſhould he be condemned to torment and 
miſery in the preſent world, and be thought 


| incapable of ever becoming a ſharer in the 
bleffings of that which is to come? Is there 


any thing in theſe opinions which is incon- 


ſiſtent with the rules of morality ; which 
bears ſeverely on the divine attributes; or, 


indeed, which can in the leaſt reſpect render 


him who holds them, undeſerving of the com- 
mon rights of citizenſhip and ſociety? If 


there be not, (as there certainly is not,) on 
what principles can we vindicate that rage 
and reſentment with which we are too apt 


to purſue him in life, and execrate his me- 


mory after death? 
Another, with the ſame zeal for the truth 
of the goſpel, and the ſame* conviction of the 


ndifpenfible obligation of its doctrines and 


, E 2 | __ precepts, 
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precepts, ſhall carry his ideas of Chriſt's per- 
ſon ſtill higher, and regard him as the moſt 
exalted of all created intelligences. He ſhall 
imagine that he meets with him, not only in 
the New Teſtament, as the Meſſenger of the 
great counſel of God, but as the perſon who 
converſed with Moſes and the Patriarchs, 
who appeared to Adam and Eve in Paradiſe, 
and who, by the command of God the Fa- 
ther, was employed in the great work of 
creating the world. 

Now, what is there in all this to ber 
him who entertains theſe ſentiments an object 
of our wrath and indignation? Is it incon- 
ſiſtent with virtue, that Chriſt ſhould have 
exiſted before he was born in a natural way 
upon the earth? Is it impoſſible, that God 
ſhould create a being ſuperior in rank to any 
with which we are acquainted? Or, indeed, 
Is there any apparent or real contradiction, that 
ſuch a being ſhould be endued with a power of 
creation? As exalted as this power may be, 
are we ſo well acquainted with the whole 
extent of poſſibilities, and ſo capable of de- 
termining where omnipotence begins, and to 
what it reaches, as to pronounce deciſive- 
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ly, that creation neceſſarily implies it? I 
think I may venture to aſſert, that our 
knowledge in this caſe is as inadequate, as 
our power is inferior to that of omnipotence. 
If, therefore, a diſciple of Chriſt, who labours 
to know and do his will, is led by expreſſions 
which he meets with in the New Teſtament, 
and which are intended to be underſtood in 
a figurative ſenſe only, to regard the man 
Jeſus Chriſt as of a different and higher 
order ; what is there in this to make the 
perſon who entertains ſuch ideas, either a 
worſe citizen, or a leſs moral and upright 
chriſtian ? The ſentiment he embraces, in- 
fringes no moral duty, breaks no divine com- 
mandment, nor indiſpoſes him for any re- 
ligious exerciſe, And yet, becauſe he is cal- 
led an Arian, he ſhall be perſecuted from city 
to city; he ſhall be harraſſed in every walk 
he takes; and, like his Saviour himſelf, ſhall 
not know where to lay his head, How un- 
Juſt and unchriſtian ſuch a procedure is, may 
be left to the determination of every one who. 
knows what candour, juſtice, and equity are. 

A third ſhall differ from both theſe. From 


4 wrong apprehenſion of the divine nature, 


but 
= 


1 


but from a fincere deſire to raiſe the dig- 
nity of the Saviour of the world, this man 
ſhall imagine, that no being inferior to God 
himſelf, could have accompliſhed the great 
defign on which Jeſus was ſent. Hence, he 
adopts that kind of language, and even im- 
bibes that ſyſtem of opinions, which naturally 
leads to the admiſſion” of a ſort of co-ordinate 
God, as engaged . in the work 
of ſalvation. 

This, we may juſtly think, is depriving 
God of the honour which properly and ex- 
clufively belongs to him. But what fingle 
article of moral practice is affected by this? 
| Certainly none; unleſs theſe two different 
deities act upon ſeparate and inconſiſtent prin- 
ciples. But this is impoſſible ; for, though 
ſome of the injudicious friends of this ſyſtem 
feem to conſider Jeſus Chriſt, in his divine 
nature, as poſſeſſed of milder attributes than 
God the F ather, yet this is by no means to 
be charged on the ſyſtem itſelf; the language 
of which is very different, and which aſcribes 
equal and fimilar attributes to- all the three 
perſons of which the N is Son ca to 
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The advocates, therefore, even of this ſyſ- | 
tem are no more worthy of reſentment and 
perſecution than the others. They may, in- 
deed, call for the pity and compaſſion of the 
more enlightened chriſtian, for entertaining 
to degrading an idea of the divine - nature; | 
in connecting it with a frail, periſhable 
human body; and care ſhould be taken 
to diſplay before them the genuine, uncor- 
rupted principles of chriſtianity ; but this is 
all which ought to be done. If, by this; they 
cannot be brought to the admiffion of theſe 
principles, but regard their own ideas as more 
confiſtent with the doctrines of divine reve- 
lation, we can only leave them to God and 
their own conſciences, to both of which they 
will certainly ſtand acquitted, if they ſincerely 
believe (as they doubtleſs _ the doctrines 
which they profeſs. 

Since, then, even upon this ſyltem, the 
grand obligations of piety and virtue, which 
are the moſt, I may ſay the only eſſential ar- 
ticles of chriſtianity, are well ſupported ; on 
what grounds can we vindicate an uncha- 
ritableneſs of ſpirit againſt thoſe Who, with 


( 32 ) 
all theſe - aaa lead OP ande exem· 
plary lives ? 

It will be obvious to any one who com- 
pares together theſe different principles, that 
whatever diverſity may be between them, 
there is one great and fundamental doctrine, 
in which they all unanimouſly agree; and 
this is, that Jeſus Chriſt was ſent from God 
with extraordinary wiſdom and miraculous 
powers, to bring mankind from the death of 
fin, to a life of righteouſneſs ; and that he is 
the great guide and pattern, under whoſe di- 
rection, and by whoſe example, we are to be 
led forward in the paths of virtue and piety 
to manſions of everlaſting happineſs in the 
future, heavenly world. 

When, therefore, we conſider the bale 
importance of this principle, both as to faith 
and practice, and how equally it ſubſiſts un- 

der all the different denominations of chriſ- 
tians, what can be a more direct concluſion, 
than that we ought to regard this as the great 
bond of union by which the whole body of 
chriſtian people is to be kept firmly and 
cloſely. connected together? The diſtin- 


peking ſentiments by which each party is 
ſeparated 


1 


ſeparated from the others, are pleinty of t no 
conſequence, compared with this; and con- 


ſequently, what ideas ſoever we may enter- 


tain of the ſincerity with which we have 
deduced our particular ſentiments, from the 
Holy Scriptures, and the clearneſs with which 
we ſee theſe ſentiments contained in them ; 
yet the effect of theſe to divide us from our 
brethren ought to be infinitely leſs than that 
of the former to unite us with them. That 


is, to adopt a plainer language, we have all 


the reaſon in the world for charity, love, 
harmony, and peace; and none for the ſmall-: 


eſt veſtige of that zeal which has any mix- 
ture of unkindneſs or unſocial feeling. 


But it may perhaps be ſaid, though theſe 


re principles which, in their very nature, 
have not the leaſt tendency to deſtroy, or 


even affect the obligations of virtue; are 


: | there not others which have the moſt fatal 
alpect in this caſe? Is not the doctrine of | 


the acceptableneſs of faith without works, 
or that of the eaſy abſolution of fins on a 


light periance, ſuch as leads to the diſ- 
. ſolution of all divine and human laws, and to 
boot out thoſe very 


ry ſentiments of morality, 
. | without 
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without which no ſociety can ſubſiſt ? Ought 


not ſuch, therefore, as hold theſe corrupt 


opinions, to be treated as having forfeited all 
thoſe rights which the opinions themſelves 


have a tendency to deſtroy ? 

This is a fair ſtate of the queſtion, and 
demands, on the face of it, an explicit an- 
ſwer. I acknowledge, therefore, in the moſt 


frank and unqualified manner, that if there 


be any one exiſting, who will ſtand forth 


and declare, without equivocation, that no 
man is under an obligation to conform to the 
principles, or imitate the examples of virtue 


and goodneſs, ſuch an one ought to be re- 
garded in a very ſuſpicious light; and care 
ſhould be taken to prevent the effects of his 
pernicious ſentiments. At the ſame time it 
muſt be acknowledged, that the methods 


which are taken by the advocates of theſe 


ſentiments, to diſſeminate them among the 
reſt of mankind, are univerſally fuch, as will 
more effectually deſtroy their influence, than 
can be done by all the warmth in the world 
againſt them. The arguments are weak, 
the zeal with which they are ſupported, not 


according to knowledge; and the meaſures 
which 
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which are taken by their advocates, too fre- 
quently ſuch, as cannot, on the principles of 
juſtice, admit of a ſerious vindication. But 
do theſe things afford a ſufficient reaſon for 
the exertion of malevolence and perſecution 
againſt them? Preſerving a proper diſtinction 


between the opinions themſelves, and the 
perſons by whom theſe opinions are held, 


we may with perfe& juſtice exert our zeal 
againſt the practices, without conveying the 
leaſt reflection upon. thoſe who hold the opi- 
nions alone. This, indeed, is the eſſence of 
chriſtian juſtice and charity ; to eſteem every 
good man, be his profeſſion ever fo erro- 
neous ; and to condemn and avoid every evil 
one, let his creed be what it will. On deeds 
only ſhould reward or puniſhment fall; on 
mere opinions and ſentiments, never. 
But even without theſe obſervations, there 
is one remark which ſhews ſtill more clearly 
the injuſtice and abſurdity of intolerance. 
And this is, that we are to form our opinions 
of the faith of our fellow-chriſtians, not from 
the ideas which our own prejudices, or thoſe 
of others, preſent to us; but from know- 
ledge, derived from information ſupplied to 
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us by the very perſons who entertain them. 
For the queſtion here, is not, what are the 
abiurdities, or even immoralities, which fol- 
low neceſfarily, in the way of argument, 
6 from the opinions entertained: but, what 
1 conſequences are admitted by the perſons 
* themſelves who entertain theſe opinions. 
#1 For it does not unfrequently happen, that an 
fl opinion is imbibed, from which the direct 
= concluſion would he the ſubverfion of all 
| morality and religion; and yet this con- 
1 galuſion is neither perceived nor allowed by 
= thoſe who hold the opinion itſelf. Though, 
17 therefore, we have a right, in the courſe of 
juſt argumentation, to ſhew the fatal con-. 
ſequences in the cleareſt manner we can, 
yet we can plead none to the charging the 
1 perſons with theſe conſequences; conſe- 
"A |. quences, at which they are themſelves ſhock- 
| ed, and abhor the very idea of. If, ſor in- 
ſtance, we argue againſt the doctrine of the 
efficacy of faith without works to obtain 
ſalvation, we do right, in ſhewing the ten ; 
dency of ſuch a doctrine to unhinge the 
whole ſyſtem of moral practice; but if, at 
_ ſame time, we ſay of the perſons by 
whom 
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whom” the doctrine is held, that they are 
either immoral in their practice, or encourage 
immoralities in others, we do them the moſt 
manifeſt injuſtice: becauſe, theſe conſequen- 
ces they neither ſee nor admit, but declare in 
the moſt poſitive terms, that though faith 
alone is what procures future ſalvation, no 
faith is complete or efficacious, which does 
not produce holineſs and virtue. 

The ſame may be ſaid with reſpect to the 
other opinion. Prieſtly abſolution, conſider- 
ed in itſelf, and traced to its proper conſe- 
quences, neceſſarily eſtabliſhes this principle, 
that if any man ſatisfies the wiſhes of his ſpi- 
ritual director, by performing the rites, and 
ſubmitting to the penances which this direc- 


tor impoſes, his ſalvation is ſure, whatever may 
be the enormities of which he ſtill continues 


to be guilty. This, I fay, -is a fair, and an 


obvious concluſion; a concluſion which we 
have a right to preſs upon thoſe who embrace 


the erroneous tenet from which it is deducible. 
But ſhall we ſay that the perſons who hold 


fuch tenets, admit the concluſion alſo? Far 


from it. The moſt bigotted of the Romith 
er "would revolt at the idea, that he was 
deſignedly 
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6 
deſignedly an encourager of wickedneſs; he 
will tell you that he eſteems and practiſes 
morality; that no religion is complete with- 
out it; and declares, in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
that the principles which he embraces, are 


1 taken up by him with this very purpoſe, to 
1 advance himſelf in thoſe virtues which Chriſt's 
#4 goſpel has an eminent tendency to recom- 


mend and enforce. 
Thus we ſee, that in all religions, how falle 
1 abſurd ſoever, there are ſuch proviſions 
made for the eſtabliſhment of the great and 
fundamental principles of Chriſt's religion, at 
leaſt for thoſe in which the eſſence of this 
religion conſiſts, the practical and moral duties, 
as fully entitle the advocates of every ſyſtem, 
to our compaſſion, eſteem, love and con- 
fidence. 

This, I ſay, on tha wn that they 
are pure and holy in their moral converſation. 
Vice and wickedneſs, under every. perſuaſion, 
are deſerving of the ſevereſt cenſure; and the 
man, who without a deſire to improve in the 
virtues which are recommended by the fect to 
which he attaches himſelf, values himſelf on 
mug the diſtinguiſhing opinions only, 


. 8 deſerves 


dre to 5 * Of Chriſtians of * 
parties, with equal abhorrence. 


Theſe are the ſentiments, and KEW the con- 
duct, which diſtinguiſh. the man of truly 


Chriſtian liberality, and ought to guide the 


lives of all men. Fair diſcuſſion, impartial 


argument, mutual forbearance and charity, 


aided by a predominant attachment to univer- 


ſal holineſs, are the grand, the fundamental 
principles, by Which we ought all to be diſ- 


tinguiſhed. 

Had theſe been the ſprings of des by 
which Chriſtians had been moved from the 
earlieſt ages of our holy goſpel, what a bleſſed 
habitation would this earth have been ! and 
this was, indeed, the deſign of Jeſus Chriſt. 


When he came among mankind, he diſtin- 


guiſhed himſelf greatly in reality, by the mi- 


racles he wrought, and the doctrines which 
he preached : but his principal diſtinction was 


the benevolent, kind and charitable ſpirit, 


which he ee even to * e ene- 


mies. 


It is aſton; thing that his oa ſhould 


have produced ſo little effect. Scarcely. had 
he and his imme paſtes left the world, 


when 
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when bigottry, uncharitableneſs, and perſecu- 
tion, entered with all their train of horrors; 
From the third to the ſeventeenth century, 
was his bleſſed goſpel perverted to an engine 
of the moſt abandoned tyranny, and the moſt 
unrelenting cruelty. The evil ſpirit is not yet 
quelled. Party rage, and unchriſtian bigottry 
are not yet baniſhed, even from 'thoſe who 
profeſs charity and tolerance, as their moſt 
eminent badge of diſtinction. Diſſenters 
themſelves, who have ſmarted with ſo much 
bitterneſs under the rod of perſecution, have 
perſecuted, in their turn, ſome of the wiſeſt 
and the beſt of mankind. Look at the names 
of an Emlyn, a Foſter, a Pierce, 4 Hallett, 
and many others, whoſe learning raiſed them 
far above the level of their contemporaries, 
and whoſe virtues ought to have procuted. 
them the higheſt eſteem; how have they 
been the victims of calumny, falſchood, and 
ecclefiaſtical uſurpation! _ 

I could produce a long liſt of marty others, 
of all parties, who have been thus cruelly and 
wickedly treated. With many of theſe you 
cannot but be acquainted, from the faithful 


annals of hiſtory z- and of others, I am ſorry to 
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| ha five e daily examples. One. however 
in particular, * which has occurred but a few 
days. ſince, and of which I have juſt. now 
eccived. information, cannot but ſtrike you 
very forciBly ; in which religious and poli- 
tical xagg. have united together to bring back. 
the enormities of the year f/teer, when our 
houſes of divine worſhip were levelled to the 
ground. T As we cannot but be ſtruck with 
horror at ſuch acts of flagrant wickedneſs, let 
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* The late riots in Birmingham, in which the monuments 
of religion, learning, and induſtry, have been ſacrificed to the 


demned 5s fbine of the miſguided populace may have been, 
are there none, who, though better inſtructed in the rights of 
men, and the religion of Jeſus, have reaſon to ſay, Though 
„I neither carried the torch by which the dwelling of my 
« peaceable neighbour, or the ſacred_temple, in which, with 
« acceptable humility, he offered his devotions, was wantonly 
and cruelly reduced to aſhes ;—yet, my conſcience compels 
% me to acknowledge, that the LANGE I held, and the 
* PRINCIPLES I taught, ſtruck the firſt ſparks, from which the 
flame was kindled. See, as ſpecimens & this language 
and thoſe principles, Dr. Croft's Sermon, preached at Bir- 


my 


the lame place, in February of the ſame year. | 


| ED 


was preached on the Sunday after the riots happened, 
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mad demon of political and high church bigotry. Juſtly con- 


mingham, in Jan. 1990; and one of an anonymous author, at 


+ It will be eafily perceived, that the preceding Diſcourſe | 
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us by all means avoid the firſt' and 

ſprings from which it derives its activity. 
Let all bitterneſt, and wrath, and anger, aj 
clamonr, and evil peaking, be put away 

Jeu, with all malice. And be ye kind one to 
anotber, tender-hearted, forgiving one gnotber, 
even as gs, for Chrift. s Jake, bat forgiven 
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F mally, Brethren, farewell : Be perfect, be of 


good comfort, be of one mind, liue in peace, 


and tbe, God 97 love and grace ſhall be with 


n. Merc: > Wo — 
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3 H E affection which appears in this 


parting addreſs of our holy apoſtles 
thews how deeply his heart was penetrated 


with a deſire to promote the felicity of thoſe 


who were the objects of his minifterial ſer- 
vices. Not indeed, that the ſame diſpoſi- 
tion is ever remitted in any part of his epiſto- 


lary inſtructions; which, on the contrary, 


were all drawn up with one view, and con- 
"— tinually 


yy he « Corimbiina 
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. SEM 
tinually tended to the ſame purpoſe, of mak 


Inge. Corinthians, to whom he here parti- 


 culaghFarrects his attention „ real diſciples of 
Jeſub Ehriſt. 41 4 1 "os 
This, thereforeglmayi e 33 by every 


miniſter of the bleſſed Zoſpel, as affording 


him the beſt rule by# which he ſhould con- 
duct himſalf in the important work in which 
he is engaged. To preach the doctrines of 
Chriſt in the uttoſt purity, in which he is 
capable of underſtanding them; to explain the 
difficulties with which they may ſeem to be 
attended, and anſwer the objections which 
may be raiſed by captious and gainſaying ad- 
verſaries; with meekneſs inſtructing thoſe 
who oppoſe themſelves ;—to recommend the 
precepts of holineſs and virtue, which Chriſt 
has laid before us; and urge them home to 
the ſouls of men, with that force and energy 
of motive, which is peculiar to the goſpel ;= 


and to draw off the attention of Chriſtians 


from thoſe worldly conſiderations, by which 
their hearts are too often corrupted, and their 


progreſs in a courſe of holineſs, is too fatally 


impeded;—and, amidſt all this, to ſhew him- 


ſelf an example of uy works ;—theſe ap- 
pear 


pear to me to be the leſſons which a miniſter 
may learn, from this and other F of 


St. Paul's epiſtle. 
Though the words, in the orienta — 


convey exactly the ſame meaning, as appears 
in the verſe which I have read to you, yet the 
ſentiment itſelf is ſo juſt, and the exhortation 
ſo neceſſary to all Chriſtians, that, without 
entering into critical remarks, you will give 
me leave to conſider them as ae 3 in 
our common tranſlation. 


It may not however be improper, 50 the . 
ale of perſpicuity, to give you, in a few 


words, what appears to me, the 08 en 
tation of the paſſageG. 
St. Paul, ſenſibly affected at the ae 


which had ariſen among the Corinthian con- 


verts, directs almoſt the whole of his advice 
to the Healing of theſe diviſions. In the paſ- 
ſage before us, particularly, he, with the 


greateſt propriety, ſtill proſecutes the ſame 
purpoſe. Indeed, how. can it be ſuppoſed, 


that, at the cloſe of his epiſtle, when he-meant 
to give the greateſt force to his exhortations, 
he ſhould forget that which ſeems to have, in 
ſome meaſure, engroſſed his whole attention? 
e accordingly, 
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1 
accordingly, the right interpretation an * 
text, is as follo w' s:: 
Finally, n ; farewlll: PI the 72 
| ferences which have ariſen among you; comfort 
one another ; be in your feelings and affection: 
the fame ; live in peace among yourſetves ; and 
5 the God of love and peace will be with you. 
13 But this interpretation I ſhall wave, and con- 
jene myſelf to that uf which the text before 
*z us exhibits. «© 
| The firſt quality n the 808 pectin 
| upon the Corinthians, is, that they ſhould be 
| Pere. By which, he by no means can be 
3 underſtood to recommend to them complete 
4 | and abſolute perfection; but that degree of 
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perfection only, which is conſiſtent with the 
natural weakneſs of human beings, and yet 
which few attain, how wy ore n they 
may be of it. 
4 It is certain, notwithRaniling the pains wies 
We take to deceive ourſelves in the momentous 
00 concerns of virtue and religion, that we have 
it in our power to advance much farther in 
our progreſs towards the completeſt perfec- 
tion than we are inclined to acknewledge. 
When we have conducted ourſelves on the 
ar beſt 


Cal 5 


beſt principles, and appear, as we ought, in 


the eyes of our fellow-creatures, to be poſ- 
ſeſſed of real and exemplary virtue; can we al- 
ways, on a fair examination, ſay, that we have 
done the utmoſt of which we were capable, 
towards filling. up our moral and Chriſtian 


ſituation with worth and dignity ? Are we not 
conſcious to ourſelves, that, even in our beſt 
ſervices, there are many defects, and even 
violations of duty? Do we never indulge im- 
proper inclinations, nor ſuffer inordinate paſ- 
ſions to gain the advantage over us? I be- 


lieve, the wiſeſt and the beſt amongſt us, can- 
not truly return the anſwer in the negative. 


Now it is to purify us from theſe ſtains, 


that the leſſons of perfection are given in the 


will not entirely obliterate our hopes of hap- 
pineſs in a future ſtate of holineſs and felicity, 


yet will ſo far affect it, as to prevent us from 

enjoying it with ſo complete a reliſh, as is 
. deſigned to be the lot of the bleſſed above. 
Add to this, that every degree of imperfection 


and defect, has a natural tendency to render 


us every day leſs and leſs virtuous; and confe- 
Te in the: end, to ruin the good qualities 


We 


goſpel. Stains, indeed, which though they 
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we poſſeſs. So that it is for the intereſt of 
virtue itſelf, that we ſhould ſet before us as 
high a degree of perfection as we can con- 
ceive; that we may be continually, ſtimulated 
forward, and prevented from loſing the ground 
we have gained. And this we certainly ſhould 
loſe, were we to ſuſpend our endeavours, and 
reſt contented with that to which we Gave 
already attained. .. 

Hence, we may eafily 8 * the proper 
nature of that perfection to which we ought to 
direct our endeavours ; and be perſuaded, that 
it is by no means of that ſort which exiſts in 
the miſguided imaginations of ſome, otherwiſe 
good men, who entertain the notion, that 
perfection is not to be eſtimated by the degree 

of moral virtue which they poſſeſs, but by a 
kind of rapturous feeling, which influences 
them to ſuppoſe themſelves the peculiar ob- 
jets. of the divine , favour ; which fayour, 
they think, is communicated to them in an 
inexplicable manner, and has no connexion 
with the holineſs or integrity of their con- 
duct. S0 that, upon this ſuppoſition, the 
acceptableneſs, and, of courſe, the perfection 


of a man, is in a juſt proportion to the live- 
3 |  lineſs 


( 49) 


lineſs of his feelings, and the warmth of his 
enthuſiaſm. The moſt virtuous perſon, there- 
W fore, who is unhappily troubled with a de- 
: preſſion of ſnirits, or, indeed, who is of a 
calm, tranquil temper of mind, can have no 
ground to hype for the divine approbation. 
Such opinions as theſe, which ſtrike at the 
very root of all real religion, cannot be too 
5 ſeverely reprobatet. | 1 
indeed, they are ſuch as muſt 3 
WW. overthrow the deſign of the goſpel itſelf; 
WW which was intended, not to flatter. men in a 
W their vices, nor to work up their ſouls to ir- 
W rational tranſports, but purely to teach them, 
chat, denying ungodlineſs and all worldly luſts, 
ve ſpould live ſoberly, rigbteouſiy, and piouſly 
We: this world; Hooking for - the blefſed hope, 
= even the glorious appearing of the Great God, 
and of our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, who gave 
: Ane for us, that he might redeem us from all 
aiguity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar peo- 
L ple, zealous of good works, Nor is there any 
7 thing in the whole conduct of Chriſt, or his 
poſtles, to countenance fo empty an ima- 


A 
4 


n ination, They neither affected ſuch feelings 
- hemſelves, nor recommended them to thoſe to 
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6369 


whom they addeſſed their exhortations. Their 
joy was of a very different kind; even he 
teſtimony of their conſciences, that in ſimplicity 
and godly Ancerity they had had ben conver- 
ſation in the world. 

This is the perfection to which the geſpel 
is formed to conduct us; and it is to this only 
I could with you, my brethren, to direct your 
attention. A perfeCtion, founded on ſuperior 
virtue, and continually advancing towards the 
great model which is held out to us in the 
_ chriſtian revelation. This model is our bleſ- 
| ſed Saviour. If we ſet him before us as the 
example according to which we are defirous 
to regulate our conduct, we ſhall be in no 
danger of miſtake in the journey of human 
life; nor ſhall we ever fail of the rewards 
annexed to the moſt exalted inſtances of 
virtue. 

Not, indeed, that we are to imagine our- 
ſelves, even when we have gained the higheſt 
ſummit of excellence in this world, as ab- 
folutely meriting ſuch diſtinguiſhed rewards, 
which are, in reality, far beyond any thing 
to which we can juſtly lay claim ; but, by 
making a fair compariſon between them and 


the 


( E 


the ſmallneſs of our own attainments, we are 
tobe led on, by a glorious ambition, to render 
ourſelves every day more fit for them, and to 
keep alive in us the greateſt ardour in the 
endeavour to attain them. 

It is therefore, you will eaſily perceive, an 


eſſential ingredient in this perfection, that you 


preſerve, as a predominant principle, a hu- 


mility of diſpoſition. When you conſider 


the greatneſs of the prize after which you 


aſpire, and the lowneſs of the very beſt of 
your attainments; you cannot think too highly 
of the goodneſs of God in thus rewarding 
you, nor too meanly of the ſmall ſhare of 
merit which you poſſeſs. Indeed, in all pur- 
ſuits, and particularly in that of virtue, no- 
thing is of more ſervice than to regard our 
former attainments as of little importance, 
compared with thoſe which we are ſtill ca- 
pable of making. A real chriſtian will look 
back upon the progreſs which he has already 


made, only to enable him to correct the errors 


with which it has been attended, and to 
make his ſubſequent conduct more and more 
free from defects and tranſgreſſions. 


„ A 


4 
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That you may accompliſh this with the 
more certainty, it will be neceſſary for you 
to examine ſeriouſly and impartially the goſpel 
of Chriſt. Without indulging an inclination 
for the captious and perplexing queſtions of 
ſpeculative diſputants, it will lie upon you 
to habituate your minds to accurate and cloſe 
examination into the principles of our divine 
religion. Errors, indeed, in mere ſpecu- 
lation can hardly be ſaid to be productive of 
fatal conſequences, in the caſe of acceptance 
with the great Judge of the hearts of all men. 
He looks not at the juſtneſs of the ſentiment, 
but at the ſincerity and impartiality with 
which it is entertained. But, notwithſtand- 
ing this, no one is excuſable, who has op- 
portunities of examination, if he neglects 
theſe opportunities; nor will he be unjuſtly 
puniſhed in a future world, if, in conſequence 
of indolence or inattention, he imbibes opi- 
nions which have a bad Influence on his 
moral conduct. 
7 LESS therefore of eſſential importance, that 
we not only ſeek to advance towards per- 
fection in the practical part of our religion, 
but that we eſtabliſh our practice on the beſt 

5 „„ nd 


- 


( 7 
and moſt rational principles we can. The 
union of both will give ſtability to our chriſ- 
tian character; but their ſeparation may in 
the end prove fatal to it. 

Above all things, it will be neceſſary for 
us to be punctual in our attendance on the 
external inſtitutions of religion. T he cleareſt 
ſpeculations, and the moſt upright conduct, 
without this, will at length become cold and 
lifeleſs. But repeated attendance on the houſe 
of God will re-aW3Ken our dormant powers, 
and give an animation to our moſt zealous 
endeavours. I cannot, therefore, help con- 
demning that cuſtom which is now become 
ſo prevalent, of neglecting the public inſti- 
tutions of worſhip and inſtruction. I am con- 
vinced that it has been already the means of 
leſſening the attachment of chriſtians to the 
religion they profeſs, and will at laſt root 
out every owns of pious and religious prin- 
eiple. | 

As, therefore, you wiſh well to the cauſe 
of the goſpel; as you feel your hearts warm- 
ed with a ſincere regard to religion in ge- 
neral, and are defirous to approve yourſelves 
to God, as the genuine votaries of virtue and 
holineſs, 
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Et 
holineſs, let me by all means preſs it upon 


you, as my moſt ſerious and parting in- 
junction, never to turn your. backs on the 


temple of God, nor to affect an indifference 


for his ſacred worthip ; for, be aſſured, if once 


you become cold to the public inſtitutions of 
religion, the very virtue which you have cul- 


_ tivated, will daily loſe ground in your hearts, 


and you will run the. moſt imminent hazard 
of falling into the worſt extremes of a pro- 
fligacy of character, which nothing but the 
fear of human laws will prevent from termi- 


. nating in abandoned iniquity. 


You will naturally conclude, that the cul- 


 tivation of ſuch diſpoſitions as theſe, will un- 


avoidably lead you to be of good comfort, both 


in your individual characters, and as members 


of one common congregation. For certainly, 
thoſe who are deſirous to excel in ſuch chriſ- 
tian virtues as have a tendency to exalt their 
nature to the higheſt perfection of which they 
are capable, cannot poſſibly engage in any 
meaſures which diſunite or render unhappy 
thoſe with whom they are the moſt intimately 


connected, , 
But 
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C8), 
But this, though an important concluſion 
from the former part of the Apoſtle's ex- 
| hortation, is not the proper meaning to which 
he here directs us. He does not introduce 
this clauſe as a deduction, but as a ſeparate 
piece of advice from that which precedes it. 
And in this view it will do us no ſmall ſer- 
vice, if we ſerioufly conſider it. 

As, therefore, we are aſſociated together 
in the fame community, which derives its 
ſtrength from the mutual agreement of all its 
parts, it becomes us to afford to each other all 
the comfort and affiſtance which we poſſibly 
can; as we are diſciples of one common Sa- 
viour, by whoſe inſtructions we are to be 
equally directed, and under whoſe example 
we are to be unitedly carried forward in the 
paths of holineſs to one and the ſame ſtate 
of everlaſting happineſs; it certainly lies upon 
us to ſtudy each other's intereſts, and hear- 
tily to concur in thoſe plans which have 
this excellent and bleſſed tendency; and as 
members of a chriſtian aſſembly, which muſt 
be rent to pieces by diſſenſions, and can be 
ſupported only by mutual comfort and re- 
ciprocal help; we cannot but be convinced, 
| 1 that 


1 


this it is our ena 1 duty 
to act with ſuch harmony as may! beſt * 
duce the general advantage. 

Th Though I have not lived many years in 
the world, I have had too much experience 
of the fatal effects attending diſſenſions in 
chriſtian - aſſemblies, not to preſs upon you 
with all the earneſtneſs I can, the indiſpen- 
ſible neceſſity of mutual comfort and for- 
bearance to each other. In every ſociety of 
chriſtians, who think for themſelves, there is 4 


neceſſarily ſuch a variety in religious ſenti- 


ments, and at the ſame time ſuch an equality 
in the right of profeſſing them, as render it 
impoſſible for the opinions of any one in- 
dividual to claim a predominance over thoſe 
of the others. Indeed, ſuch a claim would 
be an impious invaſion of the rights of con- 
ſcience. In this caſe, therefore, the only 
method by which the ſociety can ſupport 
itſelf, muſt be reciprocal toleration. To re- 
gard thoſe general principles alone of the 

goſpel in which all chriſtians are agreed as 

their fundamental principles, and leave others, 
as of leſs importance, to fair and friendly 


ü diſcuſſion, without expecting their fellow-, 
members 


* 


„ ©. } 
members to entertain the ſame ideas with 
_ themſelves; is what can alone promote their 
true intereſts, and give the cauſe: of religion ; 
its proper efficacy. WE et 
It is this, which I wiſh to inculcate on every 
one who hears me at preſent. It is not, nor 
was it ever, my deſire, that even my own pecu- 
liar opinions ſhould gain admiſſion among thoſe 
who attended upon my miniſtry, any farther 
than. as they were really important, and ap- 
peared to be founded upon goſpel evidence. 
On this account, though I never ſerupled to 
declare them, on proper occaſions, in the 


plaineſt manner; I did not look upon them 


as, in general, proper ſubjects for public diſ- 
courſe. But what I was deſirous of im- 
preſſin g upon you, was, that whatſoever may 
be the opinions which a fellow-chriſtian may 
entertain, they ought to be the objects of 
candour and charity in thoſe who differ from 
him; that the principle of ſincerity may e- 
qually exiſt under the utmoſt diverſity. of ſen- 
timents; and that it is contrary to juſtice to 
fix a name of odium, or entertain a feeling of 
reſentment againſt any good man, let his re- 
lgious tenets be what they will. I am con- 
1 *-- - 


( 38 
vinced, that if a chriſtian congregation can 
be brought to admit ſuch candid ideas as 
theſe ;- it is a matter of ſmall importance, 
whether their diſtinguiſhing doctrines be call- 
ed orthodox or heretical; for we may be aſ- 
ſured, that, as they are inclined to think fa- 
vourably of all thoſe who engage ſeriouſly in 
the purſuit of religious truth, they will purſue. 
the ſame laudable conduct, and exert the 
right of judging for themſelves on fair and 
impartial examination. It is with ſincere fa- 
tisfaction, that T can ſay to thoſe who are 
moſt immediately the objects of my preſent 
addrefſs, that this is eminentiy their cha- 

racteriſtic. 
Unity, indeed, in religious opinions is im- 
poffible. The fame ſubject appears to dif- 
ferent perſons in ſuch different points of view, 
that it will be in vain to expect two men to 
think exactly alike. And therefore the attempts 
which have been made by ſome well-meaning, 
but injudicious chriſtians, to eſtabliſh a ge- 
neral human formulary of faith, to which all 
ſhould ſubſcribe, have either proved abortive, 
or at the utmoſt have produced only a fall | 
ſemblance of uniformity. The . there- 
Io fore, 


CJ} 


fore, of St. Paul, in the text, to the Corin- 
thians, that they ſhould he of one mind, cannot 
be ſuppoſed to have a reference to belicf, but 
to affection. And in this ſenſe, it coincides 
nearly with the admonitions which precede 
it. Indeed, the whole of the verſe is little 
more than the ſame ſentiment, amplified and 
diſplayed in a variety of lights, each exhibit- 
ing the fame diſpoſition in different views of 
amiableneſs. If there be any diverſity, the 
expreſſion, he of one mind, muſt mean, let all 
your ſentiments towards each other be equally 
kind, generous, and benevolent ;-. have no 
ſeparate intereſts, no diſuniting principles; 
abandon leſſer differences, for the ſake of 
general advantage; and conſider every one 
with whom you are connected, in the re- 
ligious ſociety to which you belong, as en- 
titled, equally with yourſelves, to the fame 
privileges, the ſame hopes, and the ſame 
bleſſings. I | 

It is a e ſtate to which a con- 
gregation is brought, when it acts on con- 
trary principles. And yet, how common is 
it to ſee the members of a religious aſſembly, 


who call themſelves the diſciples of Chriſt, 
12 1 and 


1 
and profeſs an union under him as their great 
head and only law-giver, embrace oppoſite 
parties; and, inſtead of loving and com- 
forting each other; inſtead of being of the 
fame mind, and cultivating the fame tender 
affection ; cenſuring, and even anathematizing 
each other for the very principle which they 
ought to eſteem, fincerity in the examination, 
and admiſſion of religious ſentiments ? 

For my part, I firmly believe, and I make 
no doubt but your ſuffrages go along with 
me, that eyery - man, be his opinions what 
they will, who ſincerely examines into re- 
ligious truth, is equally entitled, with every 
other man, to regard and eſteem ; that, as 
ſuch, it lies upon us to treat him with the 
ſame diſtinguiſhed affection as we ſhould even 
thoſe. who embrace the ſame doctrines with 
ourſelves; and that the contempt which is 
ſhewn by many wha miſcall themſelves men 
of liberal ſentiments, towards thoſe, who have 
.unhappily formed more contracted ones, is 4s 
oppoſite to this precept of the Apoſtle, and 
to the genius of chriſtianity, . as a ſpirit of IN» 
tolerance itſelf: indeed, I am apt to fear, it 
would fegonerate inte it, and that this de- 
generac) 
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generacy is only prevented by want of power 
in the perſons among whom the principle 
obtains. 

It is greatly to the honour of our pro- 
feſſton, as diſſenters, that theſe are the only 
principles. on which we think our ſeparation 
from the eſtabliſhment can juſtly be vin- 
dicated. We claim, as an inherent right, 
which we cannot yield up without a violation 
of our duty to God and our fellow-creatures, 
the liberty of thinking, ſpeaking, and writing 
for ourſelves, in all matters of a religious 
nature; and we allow others the ſame liberty. 
We do not with to moleſt or make uneaſy 
any one, how much ſoever he may differ 
from us: we ſeek peace for ourſelves, and 
purſue it, for every one elſe, We have no 
arts, no evaſions, no concealments amongſt us, 
by which the complete effect of theſe prin- 
ciples may be in the ſmalleſt degree pre- 
vented; nor do we wiſh any one of any re- 
ligion, to undergo a reſtriction to which we 
are not willing to ſubject ourſelves. We 
envy not the members of the eſtabliſhment 
the rich emoluments annexed to their offices; 
4 though we could with” to ſe the profits of 
» : tho 


"+: 
1 
. th 4 
RAIN 
* F I 
, "- 
* 
. 
e 
. 
4 £ 1 
1 1 
N 


"= 

EN TIES EX 23 

e EX 

9 
ya : 


AIP ls "= 4 1 * . 
75 "> "AF ac. £43074 15. 38 ach. — 3 2 7 - x 2 — * 

NES 3 SER, — FS TT.. N 8 r 
FR Ion! r 7 = DS III ESI % SE p N ee . : 

* 3 * 8 r n * e T Y* 24 ee r 2 2 CIT T 7 : ” &; 2 wy 

\ S n = © — : 7 oy jy 4 SE FEI - * 1 rr. 2 . 
bi 1 5 5 * 70 8 * = hy — ww r . 
1 l ; "I XC 3 WIT — Eo : * N _ ns rr 
IDES Ln ok N K Fa n e 


4 
4 — 
2 25 
I. Pe, n 4 + 
no I ep r A Dan, 
) y 7 22 0 33 


— — 9 = R 
= 2 1 — _-— 
oh PIs 20D Ry 
Fe S r 
7 8 7 wo n 
BAA 
n ö 


= 5 —IY DJ 
* » © 1 2 2 
. 1 tay „ n Bu'S; :- 5 2 — — — . n . af 
— a raced 1 — . w Wha yu" 5 e 3 — — = 5 - e ws. a St OS an h * = 
— > — 9 . — 2 2 r * 1 ary yo, 2 — — Re \ 8 
ng 2 Fa) a4 =2 F P 3 —_ 2 — , — bs — — EG np yo . 2222 1 y # FILDEY — * * * be N 4 
1 — dy . ee 18 2 mg * = 5 * m_—_— - * 
OTST hoy r n — OI 1 TN —— 7 
e — — 7 D . +4 n ——— — 
— 8 


n 
1 
> * 
1 
s 
1 
bs 1 »a4 
ot © £48 
r 
n 
F 1 + 
g . ba » 
- =. 
41-1 EF 
1. . 
1 7 4 
212 * 
1 N. . 
325 bs 
1 
7 * 
TT. 
., + 
4 N. 
<8 . 
D == 1 
* 1 
o 7-74 
1 
3 
* 
I * 
5 A a 
=_ 
7 » 
* 3 4 
by . 3 
* 3 i 
5 r 
7 * : : 
N 
8 * 
+ 
-" Ts 
wa 3 Xx 71S 
5. 
U bY 
« 3 
CLE.” 1 
i 
LS © 
MP. 
*. 
- 
3 
—— 
3 
— 
SOLD. 
455-5 
1 
1 
2 
EL 
I\ 9 
5 
I 1 
FE 
8 
Vu: 3 
N. 
CER. 
\ 4 8 
4 R 
Tos „ 
. 
17 bi 
"Gu 
THE 
T0 
4182 4 
2 
7 SE 
©; — 
1 
I 8 
Cn” 
>» js 
7 
4 OG ö 
| RAW: 
. x 
"RR 
. 
4 7 
1 
8 
lee» fe 
8 * EY 
4 © th 
3 
n 
1 
4. 1 
SF 
E: 
FI 10 
. 
* 

& Troll 2 
Finn: 
2 
1177 By 
r 
N 
e 
12 BR] 

4 2 8 
Nr 
x Fee, "I 

"= - <7 
15 
4 5 
8 
5 

1 


— 


— ene. 


— 


2 
. ee Cr NI EEE EE ENS „ 


> Ya £ e P 
* : A l * ws Aren * r e lr e = - * : 
rn ene ey ——— ran - — — .. A ⁵ a <d * — : N ö rern 
. 2 iy — . ; Q< — —— . — ͥͤꝙ I 1„44„4%ͤ“1„%!M: 6 1 * 1 — 1 . 2 n » 
——___—_ * — 5 1 \ — n * 6 
* — - * "oy * > KY 
: N a r 8 


66 
the chriſtian miniſtry extended more equally 
among the more worthy, becauſe they are 
the moſt active and laborious, of the clergy. 
We freely maintain, by our voluntary ſub- 
ſeriptions, our own miniſters ; and expect no- 
thing more from them, than that they exert 
their cight of examining the ſcriptures, as we 
do, for themſelves ; that they lead exemplary 


lives, and diſplay a ſufficient ſhare of learning 


and fidelity in their miniſterial ſervices. 
J do not lay before you, my brethren, 


- theſe our common principles, either becauſe 


I regard you as ignorant of them, or diſin- 
Clined to adhere to them. But, as I am 
deſirous that your purſuit of the conduct 
which the Apoſtle recommends, ſhould ſtand 
upon its proper and only durable foundation, 


I thought it would not be improper to re- 
mind you of them. For I am convinced, 


that, though the duties of mutual eomfort, 
unanimity, and peace, are of indiſpenſible 


obligation, yet the real, not the fictitious 


grounds of them; ſhould be eſtabliſhed. And 


as I would earneſtly recommend to you that 


concord and forbearance which ſtands on the 


broad baſis of general benevolence and im- 


partial 


{ 


Te} 


partial juſtice, ſo I cannot but reprobate that 
willing ſubmiſſion to impoſitions, and ac- 
knowledgment of ſuperior authority, which 
ſome are inclined to make, who receive. the 1 
enjoyment of the rights of conſcience from 
the hands of rulers and princes, as a favour, 
which might be juſtly with-holden, and for 
which they are bound to be peculiarly grate- 
ful and ſubmiſſive. The rights of conſcience 
are ſacred, unalienable, and univerſal; we 
demand them for ourſelves, and will reverence 
and ſupport them equally for others. 
This is truly to live in peace. There are 
other inſtances, indeed, in which this amiable 
quality may be exerted. Thus, as it may 
happen, that the intereſts of the different 
members of a community may appear con- 
trary to each other, it will lie upon us to 
weigh well the motives and principles of 
our brethren, before we are authorized to 
think unfavourably of them. In the various 
departments of human life, the deſigns and 
ideas of one cannot avoid being ſometimes 
apparently oppoſite to thoſe of another. In 
this caſe, a haſty and inconſiderate perſon 
will be apt to take exceptions at the conduct 
SE OT "08 


(.6+ ) 
of his neighbour; and, without giving himſelf 
| time for a complete examination, will break ; 
off the moſt friendly connexions, form par- 
ties, and propagate diſturbances. Whereas; 
one of a-better ſpirit, who ſuffers himſelf to 
be conducted by the maxims of good ſenſe 
and moderation, will, as he ought, ſearch 
cloſely into the whole matter; and, by fairly 
ſtating circumſtances to his own mind, will 
paſs, an impartial judgment on his neigh- 
| bour's behaviourz and bring him, if he is in 
an error, to a proper acknowledgment of it; 
and, of conſequence, eſtabliſh more firmly 
that peace which was otherwiſe in danger 
of being deſtroyed. A little early, cool cons 
 fideration will prevent evils of the moſt fatal 
In religion, eſpecially, this is of the higheſt 
conſequence. As this is a ſubje& on which 
we are apt to imagine our moſt important in- 
tereſts are concerned; we are therefore the 
moſt in danger of ſuffering our zeal to run to 
ſuch a length, as is warranted by no good prin- 
ciple. Becauſe a fellow- member of our own 
church, imbibes opinions, or as we may think, 


conceives prejudices, inconſiſtent with what 
| 0: ; we 


4 08-1 
we call the goſpel; or, what is more fre- 
quently the caſe, becauſe the miniſter, 
whom we have choſen to inſtru& us, diſſe- 
minates ſentiments, which we condemn ; we 
too frequently think ourſelves authorized to 
treat him with unkindneſs, and ſometimes, 
even to perſecute him. We are not indeed 
willing to call it perſecution ourſelves, though 
no unprejudiced perſon would hefitate to 
uſe the appellation: but we flatter our- 
ſelves, that we ſhew only a proper zeal againſt 
what we term, wicked hereſy, and damnable 
errors. But, ſurely, if the obſervations al- 
ready made, are juſt, we have no more 
right to condemn, or be angry with another, 
on account of his ſuppoſed errors, than he has 
to condemn us. And in the caſe of a miniſ- 
ter, if he be in other reſpects a worthy upright 
man (for vicious teachers none can defend) 
there is the greateſt preſumption in the world, 
| that the ſincerity of his vittue would lead him 
to the ſame ſincerity in deducing his'pectifiar 
opinions. Beſides, that his learning ought to 
procure him a fair attention from thoſe who 
differ from him; it ſhould be conſidered, that, 
In declaring his opinions, he does not with 


1 

thoſe who hear him, to admit them without 
evidence, and upon his ſole authority. All 
that he can expect, is, that they be examined 
with fairneſs, and received or rejected, as their 
proof is convincing or inſuff:-ient. By this 
means, his auditors themſelves will be greatly 
benefited. They will have had opportunities 
of ſearching into the evidence of important 
ſubjects; their minds will be opened and li- 
beralized ; they will learn to diſtinguiſh pro- 
perly between the grand fundamentals of 

_ Chriſtianity, and thoſe ſubjects which are of 
inferior conſequence ; they will ſee the diffe- 
rence between moral virtue and mere ſpecula- 
tion; will eſteem the teacher who poſſeſſes 
the former, and think candidly of his errors 
in the latter. They will advance in know- 
ledge and virtue; a good underſtanding and 
mutual confidence will ſubſiſt between them 
_ and their miniſter, and true peace will per- 

—_ R__. vade and bleſs them both. 

| 1 With what ſatisfaction may a miniſter and 
| | his congregation ſurvey this delightful proſ- 
_ ped! the former reflects upon himſelf as ex- 
erting his beſt endeavours to inſtruct and ediſ 


a thinking, ſerious, and truly Chriſtian peo- 
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ple. The latter view themſelves as advan- 
cing daily in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord: as loſing, by juſt degrees, all wrong 
prejudices, as abandoning all contracted and 
uncharitable diſpoſitions, as purſuing and ad- 
vancing continually to that holineſs, without 
which no man ſhall ſee the Lord, and as culti- 
rating that peace and harmony, which are the 
only cement of Chriſtian unity. What an 


encouragement does it afford to the ſtudies of 


a miniſter, to ſee them thus amply rewarded ! 
For believe me, as nothing can damp our com- 
mendable purſuits after learning and religion 
ſo much, as to find our honeſt labours regard- 
ed with cold indifference, or unkind diſappro- 
bation ; ſo, on the contrary, nothing fo ele- 
ates our ſpirits, and animates our ardour, in 
the proſecution of every part of our miniſterial 


office, as the ſenſe that we are candidly heard, | 


and reſpectfully treated. 
This is of the more importance, as, from 


the negle& which is ſhewn, by many of the 


laity, to what is properly called learning, in 
their miniſters, there is great hazard, leſt it 
ſhould in the end be diſregarded altogether. 


When a worthy | man, who has taken great 
* pains 
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pains to furniſh himſelf with uſeful know- 
ledge, and makes it ſubſervient to the proper 
duties of his profeſſion, ſees himſelf deſerted 


by the majority of his audience, for one, who 


is not only not his ſuperior in the qualificati- 


ons neceſſary for a goſpel miniſter, but is even 


rude and illiterate; and whoſe chief diſtinc- 


tion is only that of a raging, uncharitable zeal 


for points which he neither underſtands him- 


ſelf, nor can explain to others; — what in- 


ducement can he have to ſtudy, or improve 


| himſelf? I do not pretend to aſſert, that, in 


this caſe, the whole fault lies in the people. 
A little more zeal and earneſtneſs in the 
preachers of the goſpel themſelves, would be 
highly deſirable. But, at the ſame time, it is 


à queſtion, in the ſolution of which, Chriſtian 


auditors are not a little concerned ; how far 


they are juſtifiable, in haſtily abandoning the 


miniſtry of one, whoſe life is exemplary, and 
knowledge adequate to the great ends of pub- 


lic inſtruction, becauſe of differences in un- 
eſſential parts, in which too, he has a better 


chance of being right than themſelves. 


I expreſs my ſentiments to you, my bre- 
-thren, with the more freedom, becauſe I know 


you 


1 
you have always attended to me with can- 
dour, and received what information I was 


g $ capable of giving you, with a truly Chriſtian 


ſpirit. On this account, I ſincerely congra- 
tulate you on the happy proſpect which lies 
before you, both in the preſent and a future 
world, of your enjoying the bleſſed effects of 
your endeavours, to cultivate that peace which 
is the proper characteriſtic of Chriſtians. And 
theſe are, as the apoſtle informs us, the pre- 


| | ſence and protection of the God of love and 


peace himſelf. The God f love and ans ſhall 
be with you. 

To attempt to deſcribe to you the bleſſed- 
neſs of this ſtate, is more than the beſt human 
abilities are capable of. I ſhall leave this 
therefore to your own imaginations, which, 
however elevated, cannot but fall infinitely 
ſhort of it. Let me only deſire you to reflect, 
how happy muſt be your condition, when you 
are ſenſible, that in all your conduct, you have 


endeavoured to fulfil the Chriſtian character, 


and have, in conſequence of it, the inward 
approbation of a good conſcience, heightened 


5 by the ſenſe of the Almighty's favour, and 
animated by the moſt rational hopes, of being 


at 
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at laſt owned, and accepted by him to a bleſſed 
ſociety with thoſe, whoſe friendſhip and love 
you have cultivated in this world,- and with 


whom you will renew the fame connexions, 
but with infinitely more delight, than all which 


this ſtate is capable of affording. When this 
period arrives, who can deſcribe the; Joys and 
congratulations which will then take place 
you will recommence the moſt durable, the 
moſt virtuous of friendſhips ; you will again 
engage in mutual communications of know- 


ledge, and ſpend a bleſſed eternity in the un- 


interrupted enjoyment of that peace, that 


comfort, and that unfeigned love, which, in 


its commencement here, was the ſource of 
much felicity, but will there be one, ever- 


flowing ſtream of unalloyed and increaſing 


bleſſedneſs. In that ſtate, may it be my lot, 
to meet you, my Chriſtian brethren, and re- 
new that intercourſe of mutual affection, 


which has ſubſiſted ſo long between us. 
It is now upwards of twenty-five years 
ſince you gave me an invitation to undertake 


among you the work of the miniſtry. In 


all this time I do not recolle& that any un- 


eaſineſs has ariſen between us. You have 


received 
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as becomes his ſervant and the diſciple 


6 


received my well- intended ini labours 
with candour, and, I doubt not, made that 


improvement of them which it has been 


my real wiſh that you ſhould make. And 


I believe, that I may ſay for mylelf, I have 


not ſhunned, as far as my powers extended, 
to declare to you the whole counſel of God. 
My ſervices, indeed, have been accompanied 
with defects and failings. To theſe you 
have kindly ſhewn every reaſonable indul- 


gence: and for this, as well as for your 


generous encouragement, 1 gratefully thank X 


you. 


Had it been the will of Soni to > have 
equally proſpered all my other labours, I 
ſhould certainly have preferred the con- 
tinuance of my connexions with you, to 


any other ſituation in the world. But, 


though my endeavours, I hope, have not 
been wanting to diſcharge my duty, it has 
pleaſed God to order events differently from 


what I, perhaps, unwiſely expected. To his 


diſpenſations I, willingly bow, and ſincerely 
pray, that I may make ſuch an uſe of them 


of 
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of Jeſus, who has ſuffered infinitely more 


than the moſt diſtreſſed can complain of, in 
the common courſe of life. By his doctrines 


I with to comfort myſelf, and from his ex- 
ample I hope to learn fortitude and chriſtian 
reſolution. At the fame time, I ſincerely 
forgive all thoſe, who, from wrong judgment, 
or even from worſe motives, have been the 
means of hurting my uſefulneſs, and. pray to 


God that he may change their diſpoſitions. 


Calamities, my brethren, are not unfre- 
queritly the greateſt bleflings we can enjoy, 
and are brought upon us for that very pur- 


poſe by a moſt wiſe and gracious Parent. 


Surrounded with affluence, and rejoicing in 
worldly proſperity, we may be in danger of 
forgetting thoſe principles of reſignation and 
acquieſcence which properly belong to ourde- 


_ pendent nature, and which teach us to eſtimate, 


in a due degree, the comparative value of 
terreſtrial and heavenly advantages. It is for 
the poſſeſſion of the latter of theſe that we 


are created, and, of conſequence, it is a part 


of our duty to purſue the former only in a 


jut ſubſervience to the other. If, therefore, 
4 * _ 


{@. 8 


we reſt ſo much on the goods of this world, 
28 to account them our fole, or even our 
principal felicity, we ſhall be ſure to find 
ourſelves greatly diſappointed. The neceſ- 
fary reſult of this is calamity. Now, whe- 
ther this: befalls us in our connexions, in 
our character, or in our intereſt, makes lit- 
tle or no difference, as to the uſe to which 
God intends that we ſhould make it ap- 

plicable. And this is, the rooting from our 
minds every remnant of vice and folly, the 
contemplation of his wiſe providence, and the 
happy aſſurance that he is conducting us in 

the moſt effectual manner, by theſe inflictions 
themſelves, to the moſt certain, the moſt 
laſting en * unmixed and unabating 
bleſſedneſs. 

Under a ſenſe of this attic truth, 
now: venture forth on a neœC department in 
life. I am perſuaded, that I am every mo- 
ment of my exiſtence under the care and 
inſpiration of a gracious and benevolent 
not greatly wanting to myſelf. To his di- 
rection E deſire to recommend. myſelf, and 

| „ from 


G 


from his bleſſing I hope for ſucceſs in my 
honeſt labours. I am not unapprized, that 
many difficulties will neceſlarily encompaſs 
me; nor am [I inſenſible how very circum- 
ſcribed are the beſt of my abilities. But I 
rely on one who is mighty to help, and truſt 
that he will enable me to paſs through every 
trial, and ſurmount every oppoſition. 
This is the truſt which I could with you 
to cultivate with the moſt unremitting en- 
deavour ; a truſt in God, the rock of ages, 
and the unfailing ſupport of his diſtreſſed 
ſervants. Should any of you happen, in the 
courſe. of his providence, to experience af- 
fliction, to be deprived of fortune and friends, 
or to have your honeſt fame blackened by 
the arts of inſidious men; and while your 
hearts are burſting with bitter feelings, and 
your eyes ſtream with the tear of hopeleſs 
ſorrow, you retire from the world, and lay 
your griefs before the throne of your Gra- 
cious Father, you will find in this heavenly 
employment ſuch alleviation of your pain, 
and fo great a reſtoration of that ſerenity 


which is the — fruit of piety, 25 
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none can conceive but thoſe who have ex- 
perienced it. I do not wiſh to encourage 
in any one that enthuſiaſm which reaſon 
would diſapprove of. But that abſtraction 
of the mind which takes us off from the 
view of preſent evils, and fixes our attention 
on the bliſsful and glorious reward to which 
they are intended to conduct us, and which, 
of conſequence, produces an elevation and 
dignity of ſoul, even in the midſt of the moſt 
oppreſſing calamities, is fa far from being an 
irrational and blameable principle, that it is 
the very eſſence and N of * 
chriſtian piety, 

By theſe principles, my Ehriſtian brethren; 
may your lives and mine be ever conducted. 
They will be of the higheſt advantage to us, 
not only in the day of affliction, but they will 
teach us to bear proſperity alſo with the beſt 
of tempers, They will ſoften us into com- 
paſſion at the calamities of our brethren, and 
lead us to the cultivation of that kindneſs and 
candour of ſpirit, which, by abating the pride 
and inſolence attendant upon riches, will 
g preſerve our minds in ſuch a calm, happy 
L - 1 ſtate, 
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ftate, as is equally capable of riſing to the 
nobleſt heights of virtue, as it is of bearing 
patiently the viſitations of Heaven. It is, in 

ſhort, the quality, without which you cannot 
be happy in any condition, and with which 
you cannot be miſerable in the moſt af. 
flictive. 

And now, my 8 ene I fears 
you, indeed; but it is with the ſtrongeſt 
feelin gs of regret and ſorrow. I have ex- 
perienced too many inſtances of your regard 
and friendihip, ever to forget them. I ſhall 
continue to remember you with affection, 
eſteem, and gratitude, And if I am not 


_ unworthy of your*remembrance, you will, 


truſt, when you addreſs your prayers to the 


God of all grace and mercy, ſometimes re- 
collect the intereſting relation which I haye 
Jong ſuſtained with you. In theſe only can 
J continue to be uſeful to you. And you 
may aſſure yourſelves, that to the laſt period 


of my life, when I direct my eyes to the 


Giyer of every good gift, I ſhall not forget 


you, May every virtue adorn your hearts; 


may eyery bleſſing attend your labours ; and 


4. 


3 may 


1 
may happineſs crown the period of your days. 
And when the time arrives, in which friends 
and relatives, miniſters and people, ſhall meet 
again in the beatific preſence of the Great 
Source of everlaſting enjoyment, may you and 
I re-commence the endearing relation which 
has ſubſiſted between us, never more to feel 
that pang of ſeparation which now wrings 
my heart. Farewel ; and any happineds ever 
attend you. 
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